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The academic‐practice gap has been well documented for over four decades in the literature, and current 
literature suggests the viewpoints of academic and practice leaders remain divergent. Closing 
this gap will require a dedicated and coordinated response from both academia and the clinical practice 
institutions. Additionally, diversity in the Nursing field is essential because it provides opportunities to 
administer quality care to patients. Goals: The panelists will share their unique perspectives and offer 
Strategies for Bridging Gaps between Diversity, Academics, and Community/Clinical Partnerships. 
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